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Introduction 

Sending emails from the script is a very useful functionality in the web application. 

Most of the websites used the email sending feature to send notifications to the user. 

If your web application developed with PHP or uses PHP, it’s very easy to send 

email from the script using PHP. 

PHP provides an easy way to send emails from the website. You can send text or 

HTML email with mail() function in PHP. But sometimes email functionality needs 

to be extended for sending an attachment with the mail. In this tutorial, we will show 

you how to send email with attachment in PHP. 

In the example script, we will make it simple to send text or HTML email including 

any types of files as an attachment (like image, .doc, .docx, .pdf, .txt, etc.) using 

PHP. 

➢ Send HTML Email with Attachment 

The PHP mail () function with some MIME type headers can be used to send email 

with attachment in PHP. In the following example code, MIME and Content-Type 

headers are used with mail () function to send email with attachment using PHP. 

• $to  – Recipient email address. 

• $from  – Sender email address. 

• $from Name  – Sender name. 

• $subject  – Subject of the email. 

• $file  – Relative path of the file that you want to attach with the email. 

• $HTML Content  – Body content of the email (Text or HTML). 

The following script lets you send both types of messages (text or HTML) with an 

attachment file to the email. 

 

 

https://www.codexworld.com/send-beautiful-html-email-using-php/
https://www.codexworld.com/send-beautiful-html-email-using-php/
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➢ Send Attachment with Email 

 

Sending an email is a very common activity in a web browser. For example, sending 

an email when a new user joins to a network, sending a newsletter, sending greeting 

mail, sending an invoice. We can use the built-in mail () function to send an email 

programmatically. This function needs three required arguments that hold the 

information about the recipient, subject of the message and message body. Along 

with these three required arguments, there are two more arguments which are 

optional. One of them is the header and the other one is parameters. 

We have already discussed sending text-based emails in PHP in our previous article. 

In this article, we will see how we can send an email with attachments using mail () 

function. 

When the mail () function is called, PHP will attempt to send the mail immediately 

to the recipient then it will return true upon successful delivery of the mail and false 

if an error occurs. 

Syntax: 

bool mail ($to, $subject, $message, $headers, $parameters); 

Here is the description of each parameter. 

Name Description Required/ 

Optional 

Type 

to This contains the receiver or 

receivers of the particular email 

Required String 

subject This contains the subject of the 

email. This parameter cannot 

contain any newline characters. 

Required String 

message This contains the message be to 

send. Each line should be separated 

with a LF (\n). Lines should not 

exceed 70 characters (We will use 

word -wrap () function to achieve 

this). 

Required String 

headers This contains additional headers, 

like, from, Cc, mime Version, Bcc. 

Optional String 

parameters Specifies an additional parameter to 

the send mail program. 

Optional String 

https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/php-sending-mails-using-mail-function/
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/php-sending-mails-using-mail-function/
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When we are sending a mail through PHP, all content in the message will be treated 

as simple text only. If we put any HTML tag inside the message body, it will not be 

formatted as HTML syntax. HTML tag will be displayed as simple text. 

To format any HTML tag according to HTML syntax, we can specify the MIME 

(Multipurpose Internet Mail Extension) version, content type and character set of the 

message body. To send an attachment along with the email, we need to set 

the Content-type as mixed/multipart and we have to define the text and attachment 

sections within a Boundary. 
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Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP)   

Email is emerging as one of the most valuable services on the internet today. Most 

of the internet systems use SMTP as a method to transfer mail from one user to 

another. SMTP is a push protocol and is used to send the mail whereas POP (post 

office protocol) or IMAP (internet message access protocol) are used to retrieve 

those mails at the receiver’s side.   

  

• SMTP Fundamentals 

SMTP is an application layer protocol. The client who wants to send the mail opens 

a TCP connection to the SMTP server and then sends the mail across the connection. 

The SMTP server is always on listening mode. As soon as it listens for a TCP 

connection from any client, the SMTP process initiates a connection on that port 

(25). After successfully establishing the TCP connection the client process sends the 

mail instantly.   
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SMTP Protocol   

The SMTP model is of two type: 

 1. End-to- end method  

2. Store-and- forward method   

The end-to-end model is used to communicate between different organizations 

whereas the store and forward method are used within an organization. A SMTP 

client who wants to send the mail will contact the destination’s host SMTP directly 

in order to send the mail to the destination. The SMTP server will keep the mail to 

itself until it is successfully copied to the receiver’s SMTP.  The client SMTP is the 

one which initiates the session let us call it as the client- SMTP and the server SMTP 

is the one which responds to the session request and let us call it as receiver-SMTP. 

The client- SMTP will start the session and the receiver SMTP will respond to the 

request.   
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How to Project Work 

1. Index.php file will open. 

2. Then user need to enter required data. 

3. Then he/she need to select file from the device. 

4. If user need to change file name, then he needs to enter alterative name for file. 

5. After filling all detail user will send email through the send email button. 

6. If all entered detail are correct then email will send, otherwise it occurs error 

and show message “Message could not be sent Mailer Error”. 
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Flowchart 
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Requirement 

• Device (Which Support Internet and Web Browser) 

• Internet 

• Web Browser 

• E-Mail Account 
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Output 
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Advantages and Disadvantages  

• Advantages: -   

1. Email attachments is easy way to send small files. 

2. PowerPoint presentation, Word File, Pdf files, Picture, Video etc can be sent easily 

by email.  

3. Files can be transferred from one computer to another using email attachments.  

4. No geographical barrier, files can be transferred from one country to another 

country instantly.  

5. For printing and scanning purpose files can be shared by email attachment.  

  

• Disadvantages: -   

1. Takes time to upload and download files or other attachments. 

2. Large files cannot be sent by free email service.  

3. Additional software is required to open specific file format. 

4. Files may not be uploaded or downloaded properly from email if internet speed 

is slow.  
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Features 

• Email is a very popular way of communicating with others over the Internet. 

• Each of the email client applications is designed to suit specific types of users so, 

you can choose one with the features that best suits your particular needs. 

• In order to attach file(s) to an email, click the attach button. As a result, a dialog 

box appears asking for specifying the name and location of the file you want to 

attach.  

•  Once you have selected the appropriate file, it is attached to the mail.  

• Usually, a paper clip icon appears in the email which indicates that it has an 

attachment.  

•  When adding an attachment, it is better to compress the attached files so as to 

reduce the file size and save transmission time as sending and downloading large 

files consumes a lot of space and 
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Application 

 

• Speed of Delivery 

One of the key benefits of email attachments in companies is the speed of delivery, 

which ranges from a few seconds for smaller attachments to several minutes for 

larger or multiple attachments. This may be faster than hand delivering a document 

to an individual in another part of the office. Colleagues speaking on the phone or 

participating in a conference call can share documents using email attachments and 

discuss them during the call. There is no need to wait for delivery, or until all 

workers are in the same place at the same time. 

• Cost Savings 

Email attachments can money. Besides allowing workers to be more efficient with 

their time, which also has monetary value, email attachments reduce delivery costs. 

Emailing documents as attachments removes the need to pay for postage when the 

document is going outside the office. It also reduces the need for workers to 

manage intra-office mail. Besides saving on delivery costs, email attachments that 

don't require printing save paper, ink or toner costs. Skipping the printing process 

also has a positive environmental impact. 

• Data Record 

Email attachments create a data record for those who send and receive them. 

Whether they are from an office email system or personal email host, email servers 

store old attachments until a user's mailbox reaches its data limit. These limits are 

generally high, and allow for hundreds or thousands of stored emails and 

attachments. Lost documents are easy to replace, and older versions of documents 

remain archived for reference. This occurs automatically whenever workers share 

information using email attachments. 

• Availability and Security 

Workers who use email attachments have access to their documents and responses 

24 hours a day. If they use conventional email hosts, they can view attachments at 

home or on a mobile device from a remote location. Unlike file transfer protocols, 

which require more complex authentication procedures and may only recognize 

office computers, email attachments are readily available when workers need them. 
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Automated email virus scanning and antivirus software ensures that companies can 

share email attachments without compromising security. 

• Faster Communication 

Email is a faster means of communication and correspondence. With email, 

business people are not held up by delays commonly experienced when sending 

correspondence in the mail. Additionally, emailing documents is faster than faxing. 

In just a click of a button, businesses can send time-sensitive information to anyone 

in the world and the recipient gets the message almost instantaneously. This type 

of fast, effective exchange allows people to stay on top of projects, respond to 

communication requests with more efficiency and be more productive. 

• More Accessibility 

Email eliminates time and global barriers. When business people use email they 

can send and receive information at any hour, day or night. Since email is Internet-

based, advanced communication technology makes it possible for individuals to 

access email from anywhere in the world, via an Internet connection from their 

computers, cell phones or personal digital assistants. This allows business people 

who travel for work to stay connected wherever they are. 
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Conclusion 

Email is a wonderful way to communicate with others. Email has become a very 

important way to communicate and share files with co-workers, students, friends, 

and family. In this project we send successfully email with attachment. By using 

send mail and PHPMailer API Predefined function. In this way we done our project 

successfully with the help of project guide and coordination of team members.  
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